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Background

Key role of pastoralism for food security.

Provides meat, milk, hides, manure.

Contribution underestimated: long-term

logics, non-monetary value ignored.

Weak public/private investment.

Problem

- Gap between real contribution and recognition.
- Limited government and private engagement.

‘ « Need for visibility and evidence.




Objectives

e Highlight economic contribution
of pastoralism

Collect and analyze existing research
Stimulate new studies

Target stakeholders for advocacy
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Disseminate results




Themes

The Working Group focus on the following key themes to analyze and showcase the economic

contribution of pastoralism.

Value chains (animals,
milk, hides, manure)

Household economy:
income, expenses,
inequalities

Macro contribution to
GDP

Diversification
strategies

Access of women and

youth




Outputs

Position papers Policy briefs Research studies Short videos

Case studies presented

Documents highlighting Concise recommendations Evidence-based studies
the economic importance for governments and and academic papers to in accessible formats to
of pastoralism and its partners on investment fill knowledge gaps on rals€ awareness among

underestimated value. opportunities and needs. pastoralist economy. wider audiences.
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Composition

IYRP ISG members

Experts and resource persons
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Ressources

Human resources from member

organizations
Organizations engaged in the WG provide

technical expertise, staff time, and in-kind

support.

External funding for projects

Funds will be sought from international donors
and research grants to support specific
activities.
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A Vast
Workforce

Pastoralism supports an estimated 2 billion people
globally, many in marginalised and vulnerable
communities. Among them, women are vital to the
pastoralist economy, as they contribute to
resource management, biodiversity conservation,
and food security, and in turn benefit from
revenues coming from pastoral products.
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Economic
Powerhouse

Pastoralism contributes significantly to national economies, particularly in
eveloping countries. For instance, in Mongolia, livestock employs about a
third of its population and contributes to 11.9% of GDP and 84% of its
agricultural GDP. In Ethiopia, 90% of livestock exports stem from pastoralists'
herds. Nonetheless, these figures do not take into account non-onetised
products and services that pastoralism provides, such as rangeland
management in fragile ecosystems. Indeed, pastoralists’ sustainable
practices contribute to biodiversity conservation (not only wild but also
domestic, for example, using local animal breeds), soil fertilisation, water
supply, and carbon sequestration. While doing so, they use very few or no




Pastoralists produce food and sustain human activities in arid and semi-arid
areas, deserts and mountainous areas, grasslands and savannas, wetlands
or shrublands where other farming activities and types of livelihoods are
difficult, thus combating the forces driving rural exodus. They use very
unpredictable and variable resources and, in spite of that, maintain relatively
stable production levels. Worldwide, pastoralists keep 1 billion animals,
which corresponds to around half of the world’'s animal production. They
produce a significant portion of the world's meat, milk, fibre, and manure,
contributing to global food security. For instance, in Iran and Kenya,
respectively, 25% and 80% of the meat produced locally comes from
pastoralists. Products coming from animals raised on natural pastures are
relatively healthier (compared to products from intensive systems) — they
have more vitamins, healthy fats, antioxidants, and higher levels of Omega-3
and Conjugated Linoleic Acid, etc.
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Resilient
Livelihoods

Based on their long-term history on, and knowledge of, the land they live
on, pastoralists develop strategies to cope with climate variability and
shocks, making their livelihoods remarka blyresilient. In many countries,

pastoral herds act like capital and safety nets against risks and hazards in

the same way a bank account would. Practices such as

managing diversity (both animal and genetic diversity, and the nesting of
different scales), herd mobility, developing alliances with their neighbours
and neighbouring communities, livestock and service exchange, and

communal resource management contribute to resilience by spreading

risk and managing uncertainty. What they have learnt and developed
| | _




Pastoralism is deeply intertwined with cultural identity, traditions, and knowledge

systems. It plays a vital role in underpinning local governance arrangements and

pastoral management systems. Indigenous knowledge and the social structure of
5 pastoralism are considered economic assets of pastoralists. Cultural heritage and the
open landscapes preserved thanks to pastoral systems, for instance, make a
Cultural significant contribution to tourism revenues in several countries. Traditional pastoral
. routes have contributed to the settlement of important human and economic
Herltage agglomerations. Pastoralism also functions as an in-situ gene pool of locally adapted
animal breeds. Several tools support the recognition of this cultural heritage, in
particular, the inscription of transhumance as Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
by UNESCO in several European countries (Albania, Andorra, Austria, Croatia, France,
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Most pastoralists produce a wide range ofgoods - including meat, milk and
dairy three or four species of livestock — creating a wide range of value
chains. Many of these value chains are informal, and markets for

pastoral goods can be difficult to access and face price volatility (due,
among other things, to their diversity and heterogeneity). Diversity
contributes to the resilience of pastoralist systems but creates great
challenges for marketing — if markets focus on only one value (e.g. beef), it
leads to the narrowing of the system and a major loss in overall productivity

and resilience. Value addition to pastoral products — for instance, through




Service
and
Infrastruc
tures
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The majority of pastoralists worldwide lack basic services in terms of
water, medical andveterinary services, schooling, etc., especially during
their migration. This results in low levels of education in many areas and
poor health coverage, which negatively impact pastoral economies. Being
far from law enforcement agencies has caused pastoralists to suffer from
livestock theft. Adapted mobile service provision, such as tailored
schooling systems to reach pastoralists throughout the year, as well as

improved infrastructure (including roads, water points, and veterinary
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Policy
Challenges

Policies often overlook pastoralism, leading to land tenure insecurity,
market access constraints, and limited support services. In most
countries, there is no authentic and disaggregated data available on
pastoralists, livestock reared under pastoral production systems, and their
contribution to national economies. Attempts to support pastoralism
through policies based on a sedentary logic have proven to be extremely

problematic for pastoralist communities, as in the case of community land
titles, which lead to fragmentation of land and undermine the concept of

pastureland as commons. Designing public policies that support this
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A
Sustainable
Future

Investing in pastoralism and supporting pastoralist communities is essential for
sustainable development and climate resilience. Most rangelands experience
severe land degradation, which, if left unchecked, will lead to disruptions for the
over one billion people who directly depend on them. For example, studies
carried out in Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Tunisia show that soil erosion is
highest in rangelands relative to cropland and forest land. In spite of this,
investments in combating rangeland degradation are scarce, since short-term
biomass productivity — and the return on investment — is the lowest of all three
biomes. In such situations, pastoralism provides environmental services,

contributes to long-term rangeland resilience, and therefore must be recognised
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& Videos and Films related to the economy of pastoralism

Title / Description

Pastoralism as a Sustainable Food System

Pastoralism: A sustainable and nature-positive
production system (Focus on ltaly)

Living Adaptation: Ethiopian pastoralists
building resilience

Reimagining the Future of Pastoralism in
Somalia: A Bold New Horizon for Resilience

Perspectives on Pastoralism Film Festival
(Includes various films on livelihoods)

Herding Chaos (A series of documentaries
focusing on thriving despite climate change,
including economic aspects)

Productivity and sustainability can increase at
the same time (Animated video)

Keepers of Genes (A film about India's
pastoralists, their breeds, and economic
struggle)

Source / Organization

International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI)
ILRI, IUCN, FAO, WWF, UNEP, ILC

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists

Initiative (IYRP) & CELEP

International Institute for Environment and Development
(IED)

IYRP Initiative (CELEP, IIED/Misereor)

League for Pastoral Peoples (LPP)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Jn6EwPUda__kBGgRB88ZVbTIA_ff20
dgBOATRrotbGk/edit?usp=sharing

Weblink

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdC g38
GQ5E

https://youtu.be/2z4dTDiWz40

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLVcukFr
LH4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXiH5IFDO
waQ

https:/fiyrp.info/global-videos-pastoralism

https://www.iied.org/pastoralism-videosvideos
-pastoralisme

https://iyrp.info/global-videos-pastoralism

See LPP Films page for links:
https://www.pastoralpeoples.org/filims/



k| Graphics and Photos (Collections and Key Publications)

« Pastoralism in Sub-Saharan Africa: Know its Advantages, Understand its Challenges, Act for its
Sustainability (Includes statistics and graphics on economic benefits)

o Source: FAO (PDF)

o Weblink:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Jn6EwPUda__kBGgRB88ZVbTIA_ff20dqgBOATRrotbGk/e
dit?usp=sharing

« Policy Brief: Economic Benefits of Pastoralism (Often contains charts and case-study photos)

o Source: Centre for Minority Rights Development (CEMIRIDE) (Kenya-based organization)

o Weblink:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Jn6EwPUda__kBGgRB88ZVbTIA_ff20dqBOATRrotbGk/e
dit?usp=sharing

« Seven reasons why pastoralism supports a better future (A visual-heavy article with photos and
graphics on economic roles)
o Source: FAO
o Weblink:
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