Minutes of meeting on Mapping of Pastoral routes across  Tamilnadu State 
Mapping of Pastoral routes across  Tamilnadu has been discussed at Maruthanganallur village, Sivagangai  district  with participation of pastoral people, representatives of pastoralists groups/ Association ( Sivagangai, Ramanathapuram, Coimbatore, Virudhunagar districts)  NGOs, government  officials and volunteers on 2 Nov 2025. Earlier on 1 November the pastoral trip team comprising of 10 volunteers interacted with the local and migratory pastoralists in and around Manamadurai town , Sivagangai district. Mr Rajiv Gandhi president of Tamilnadu Federation of Pastoral Sangams  organised the 2 days even .  A total of 35 members attended the meeting
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 Members shared their seasonal migration pattern and their problems and issuers faced during their migration. Earlier the animal herds(sheep and goats)  allowed to walk and now many pastoralists hire trucks for transport; they face hurdles with highway police, speedy vehicles which hit the animals and accidents, death of animals and hardly any claims due to lack of insurance for animals as described by Mr Suresh, Kurnthanni village of  Sivaganga district. He told that they migrate  to distant places upto  Mannargudi of Thanjavur and also Nagapattinam districts which are coastal belt area and travel more than 200 km during Jan- Feb coinciding  harvest of paddy crop  and return by August. 

The pastoralists of Kurmbagoundar told that  15 families along with about 15,000 sheep  migrate from Palani( Dindigul dsitrict of Tamil Nadu) to Palakkadu in adjoining Kerala state between Jan- June. They return to Tamil Nadu once southwest monsoon starts by the end of May or first week of June. They explained outbreak of Anthrax, Brucellosis  disease leading to casualities of animals and  expressed inadequate  veterinary services in the districts they travel. The Pulikulam cattle herders in Virudhunagr dsitrict face theft of calves when herds are taken for grazing. 

Discussion on low cost and efficient model of shelter for young ones  with iron wires which is becoming popular than conventional Kodappu made of palm tree laves. However the improving decision for good aeration while protecting from rains, winds/ theft is discussed. Mr Kishore designer of movable platform to inspect and detect weight or temperature of sheep/ goat also attended and shared the prototype for further testing. 

Mr Pandi, pastoralist association of  Ramanathapuram   district told about how the tank  bunds in Kadambodai village   has been used illegally as site for raising  seedlings of chillies and how the farmers are commercially interested and this encroachment  prevents entry of sheep, goats and  cattle  for access to drinking water. They also told fishing activity encouraged by few panchayat presidents lead to siphoning of water which deprive the water availability  for animals during summer. He demanded exclusive allowing of drinking water for livestock during summer months by  opening river Vaigai as happened for farmers lobbying irrigation purpose.  
Hiring of laborers to look after the herds during migration ( advance money paid immediately on the date of joining followed by monthly honorarium/ wages)  is a traditional practice and this is viewed as an act of bonded labourer  and subject to legal proceedings and this is also giving chance to cheat the owner of herd and unnecessary booking of police / court cases.  

When tree planting is undertaken adjoining to highways this affects the migration of animals due to objections of forest officials  as the herd migration will destroy the newly planted saplings and subject to penalty. 

There is no dedicated animal corridor/ underground tunnel to cross  the 4 ways highways and no  planned  layout by authorities concerned. The examples of Madrid city in Spain how pastoralists herd  smoothly pass through has been shared by members. 

During  migration forest officials especially the lower level cadre  collect money from the migratory pastoralists for allowing them to graze  in the forests but others(local herders) who are not paying many are  not allowed and this lead to conflicts among pastoralists groups has been experienced  by herders in  Kallakurichi district as told by Rajiv. 

The need for separate Act as enacted by Karnataka state government to prevent atrocities against sheep pastoralists during migration and forming exclusive Government Authority/ Board  dedicated for the welfare of pastoralists were discussed. Ms. Sugnaya shared her experience in sharing the Forest Rights claims as per Forest Rights Act 2006  in the coastal mangroves where non tribal women are  now able to enter forest and catch fish. 
This is the first meeting  of the mapping exercise and this will be attempted by organising such events in different districts/ areas of the state. 

 Dr Saravanan Asst Director of Animal Husbandry explained schemes and other veterinary services like vaccination of state Animal Husbandry  department.  Mr Sakthipandian  Tamil Nadu Start Up  told the need for start ups and venture capital support for new innovations.   Dr.   Jagadeesan Krishnan facilitated the workshop discussion and gave vote of thanks. 
Draft note :  P. Vivekanandan, SEVA /  IYRP South Asia
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