Concept note for international herder gathering in Mongolia 
Introduction
At the initiative of Mongolia, the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution A/RES/76/253, proclaiming 2026 as the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026).
The Year aims to raise global awareness of the contribution of rangeland-based livestock production and mobile pastoralists to food security, ecosystem balance, climate change adaptation and mitigation, environmental sustainability, and rural sustainable development.
In 2026, many herders’ meetings and conferences are being held across regions worldwide. There is now a strong need to synthesize the outcomes and recommendations from these events and produce a unified international position and document. Therefore, Mongolia will host a Global Herders’ Conference to consolidate and validate regional outcomes and elevate them to the international policy level.
Objective of the Conference
The objective of the International Herders’ Conference to be held in Mongolia from 9–15 August 2026 is to:
· Consolidate and synthesize the outcomes of herders’ meetings and dialogues held across world regions;
· Develop a joint declaration and recommendations that reflect the priorities of women herders and young herders;
· Identify policy directions and cooperation mechanisms to support the sustainability of rangelands and pastoralism;
· Present the consolidated document internationally within the framework of IYRP 2026.
Participants
Representatives of herders and herder organizations: approximately 300 delegates from 102 countries.
Dates and Venue
· Field visits and thematic discussions: 10–13 August 2026
· Plenary sessions (Ulaanbaatar): 14–15 August 2026
Expected Outcomes
· Consolidated outcome document: A single validated document compiling key results from regional meetings, shared challenges, proposed solutions, commitments, and directions for cooperation.
· Joint Declaration of Women Herders: A declaration with concrete proposals and commitments to support women herders’ rights and participation, recognition of their work, access to services/finance, ownership, and decision-making.
· Joint Declaration of Young Herders: A declaration with solutions and policy proposals to support youth knowledge, innovation, education, employment, and sustainable future livelihoods.
· Policy recommendations on rangeland management: A package of recommendations addressing rangeland degradation, climate adaptation, financing options for ecosystem services/restoration, and stronger links between traditional knowledge and science.
· Cooperation mechanisms and network: Agreement on a clear cooperation mechanism among participating countries’ herder organizations (e.g., working group/coordination channel/follow-up action plan).
· International presentation and dissemination: Official presentation and dissemination of the consolidated document through IYRP 2026 processes and at COP17.
Table 1. Trip agenda  
	Date 
	time 
	Action

	10-Aug
	08:00-18:00
	Depart to countryside

	11-Aug
	9:00-13:00
	Discussion on women herder declaration

	
	13:00-14:00
	Lunch

	
	14:00-18:00
	Discussion on young herder declaration

	12-Aug
	9:00-13:00
	Discussion on rangeland management recommendation

	
	13:00-14:00
	Lunch

	
	14:00-18:00
	Cultural activity

	13-Aug
	08:00-18:00
	Go back to UB




Table 2. Wrap up meeting in Ulaanbaatar  
	Date
	Time  
	Action  
	Moderator from GARP 

	14-Aug
	08:00-09:00
	Registration 
	

	
	09:00-10:30
	Opening speech: MoFALI, FAO, GARP
	??

	
	10:30-11:00
	Tea break 
	??

	
	11:00-13:00
	Wrap up the women herder declaration 
	??

	
	13:00-14:00
	Lunch 
	??

	
	14:00-15:30
	Wrap up the  youth herder declaration
	??

	
	15:30-16:00
	Tea break 
	??

	
	16:00-18:00
	Wrap up rangeland management recommendation  
	??

	
	18:00-18:00
	Closing, MoFALI 
	??

	15-Aug
	09:00-14:00
	Working on the last declsation  
	Mongolian working group and GARP 



Table 3. Person to responsible  
	Aimag 
	Soum 
	Person from Mongolian working group  
	Sponsor project  
	MoFALI 
	Global alliance rangeland ana pastoralist  (GARP) 

	Tuv 
	Bornuu, Batsumber
	Ikhanbai 
	Ecofarm 
	???
	????

	Arkhangai 
	Bulgan
	Burmaa, Altanbek
	WCS
	???
	????

	Gobisumber 
	??
	Bayambatseren 
	FAO 
	???
	????

	Bayanhongor 
	Bumbugur 
	Mungunchimeg  
	AVSF
	???
	????

	Sukhbaatar 
	
	Erdenejargal 
	DrySteppe 
	???
	????

	Khuvsgul
	 
	Amgalan 
	STREAM 
	???
	????




