Update on the IYRP North America documentary film project & Arizona celebrations 

Barb Hutchinson (presenter, Univ. Arizona) and Flavie Audoin (Univ. Arizona) 

In honor of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP2026) (https://iyrp.info ), and on behalf of the IYRP2026 North America Support Group, the Rangelands Partnership, and many other supporters, this presentation will showcase the development of a feature-length documentary film celebrating America’s rangelands. The film will focus on storytelling by ranchers and others that highlights misconceptions about these lands and demonstrates their importance for meeting 21st Century’s environmental, economic, and societal challenges. The long-term goal is to change perceptions of the public, particularly new audiences such as youth and urban populations as well as policymakers, regarding the value of these lands as climate solutions and the need to conserve them. By presenting real-life stories about the people whose livelihoods depend on these lands and the nature of their stewardship, viewers will learn about innovative new technologies for land management, collaborative conservation efforts, and the many ecosystem services provided by North America’s rangelands including clean water, wildlife habitat, wildfire control, and recreation. This presentation will summarize production phases including the initial and ongoing challenge of fundraising for not only filming but also for distribution, marketing, and for a planned educational guide for teachers and librarians. It will also provide insights into how the film producers will work to record numbers of film showings and document possible changes in attitudes among audiences. In addition, the presentation will describe a three-part series of IYRP events at the Western Spirit Museum in Scottsdale, Arizona, which will culminate in a screening of the film. This series aims to elevate awareness of rangeland issues across the state. The presentation will conclude with a viewing of the film trailer.

An arts-based IYRP rangelands exhibit for your community: What’s up, how to get one, customization

Stephen Bramwell (presenter, Washington State Univ.) and Lauren Svejcar (Univ. Arizona) 

The International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) is a tremendous opportunity to raise awareness concerning support for global rangeland biomes. To maximize this opportunity, there is widespread agreement, indeed a sense of urgency, that education must reach non-rangeland audiences and deploy evocative approaches building an emotional connection to range biomes. To support this approach, this project focuses on developing an arts-based, multi-sensory exhibit for deployment in public venues across the American West. Complimentary arts-based educational workshop materials were assembled for teachers and producers. In 2023, a diverse team of collaborators from seven US states, Alberta Canada, Durango Mexico, and other locations began meeting. In 2024 the group applied for a Western SARE R&E Grant that was awarded in July 2025. Subsequently the group was active on a timeframe truncated by federal grant delays, pivoting to a unified (though customizable) kiosk design. This process involved awarding exhibitor mini-grants, and contracting design teams, illustrators, graphic designers, and a film software group to centralize fabrication to streamline production and distribution. Collaborators began ordering kiosks in late 2025 for early 2026 distribution via UPS or pick-up at the SRM Conference in Monterrey. A “launch” meeting will be recorded in December 2025 and distributed to showcase the exhibit and provide recruitment materials for hosts to share at libraries, malls, airports, or other. Collaborators have been encouraged to participate in research processes to identify best-practices in arts-based education, and host “openings” to create buzz. Impacts will be tracked via surveys, intercept interviews, digital analytics, and follow-up interviews. A public-facing webpage hosted by Rangelands Gateway will provide further digital learning resources. Outcomes will be shared in 2027 and thereafter.  

Update on Mexico’s strategy for the IYRP 2026
Javier Ochoa-Espinoza (presenter, Universidad Autonoma Agraria Antonio Narro, Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico), Elisabeth Huber-Sannwald (IPICYT, Mexico), Alan Alvarez-Holguin (Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua, Mexico), and Adrian Raymundo Quero Carrillo (Colegio de Postgraduados, Estado de Mexico)      
Preparations for the celebration of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) in Mexico are well underway. A task force has been established with at least 50 key stakeholders representing 18 states across the country. Planning efforts have focused primarily on disseminating the IYRP initiative, building strategic alliances, and promoting pastoralism as a central component of rangeland management—a concept not yet widely recognized in Mexico. Engagement with government actors has also begun, alongside activities related to training and scientific-technical outreach, the latter supported through one of the most significant partnerships with the Mexican Society for Rangeland Management. The pilot social media campaign for IYRP Mexico has gained over 1,000 followers, while the proclamation of a national and several state-level Rangelands and Pastoralists Days is currently being pursued in various regions. Additionally, effective coordination has been established with the United States and Canada to support regional efforts. 

Update on the SRM president’s prize 
Layne Coppock (presenter, Utah State Univ.) 
Both the Society for Range Management (SRM) and the Global Alliance for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (GA-IYRP) are devoted to promoting positive, sustainable changes in the world’s rangeland systems. For SRM, this involves 21 Sections covering parts of the USA, Canada, and Mexico. Sections are largely self-governing bodies that connect professionals working in outreach, Extension, and applied research with local constituencies. Stakeholders include land managers, livestock producers, agency staff, policy makers, and others. Sections traditionally receive only modest funding from SRM HQ to maintain basic operations. One way to boost on-the-ground impacts from the Sections is to increase their access to discretionary funds. To this end, the SRM and GA-IYRP worked together during 2025 to create a voluntary competition among Sections in pursuit of an “SRM President’s Prize.” The SRM Board of Directors (BOD) approved the process during October 2025. The BOD agreed to incentivize the competition with a $5,000 cash award. A Call for Proposals was sent out to Section leaders by the Chair of the SRM Advisory Council in early November. The Call outlined an evaluation whereby Sections would make a case for funds to bolster new or ongoing projects that are impactful; this would include traditional activities as well as novel activities stimulated by the GA-IYRP. Sections were asked to submit proposals to the SRM president by December 31, 2025. The BOD would then review proposals and identify a winning Section by late January 2026. The winning Section will be announced during the general awards ceremony at the Monterey SRM gathering in February. This presentation gives an update on the process, stimulating discussion on how to move forward in the future.

IYRP in Nebraska: An opportunity to raise grassland awareness to our city cousins
Bob Broweleit (presenter, Seven Pines Ranch)    
The Society for Range Management (SRM) in Nebraska joins worldwide efforts celebrating the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP), shining a light on the landscapes — and people — who quietly sustain our state’s economy, wildlife, and way of living. Grasslands play a vital role in the state’s economy, ecology, and cultural identity, yet they remain undervalued and often unknown to urban and youth audiences. As part of the IYRP global awareness campaign, a collaborative committee in Nebraska is focused on grassland advocacy in two areas. First, we are bridging the urban-rural divide by reaching urban populations, educating them on grasslands’ role in climate resilience, biodiversity, and food production. To reach an urban audience, legendary Nebraska volleyball coach John Cook stars in a new public service announcement (PSA) campaign celebrating the state’s grasslands. In partnership with the recently formed Nebraska Grassland Alliance, these PSAs are available on a website: nebraskasgrasslands.org/iyrp and featured in other public media settings. Second, we are fostering curiosity among Nebraska’s youth through tailored educational resources, storytelling, and interactive learning opportunities. Through one of the youth strategies, IYRP has been selected as the theme for the 2026 Nebraska FFA Agricultural Communications Contest. High school students will tell the story of Nebraska’s grasslands and people who depend on them, developing full communication plans as consultants for the Nebraska Section of SRM. Another youth activity is to provide hands-on educational resources and train urban science teachers. The first round of this effort happened in Lincoln, Nebraska, during fall of 2025. Additional planned activities can be found at nebraskasgrasslands.org/all-events. By targeting these audiences, we hope to reach the committee’s goal to elevate grasslands’ visibility and encourage sustainable, grassland-related policy decisions. 

Update on IYRP activities in Canada 
Barry Irving (presenter, Univ. Alberta—retired), Amanda Muller (Univ. Saskatchewan), and Wendy Gardner (Thompson Rivers Univ.)  
IYRP activities in Canada are now being managed at the provincial level, with Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia having captains of coordination (see authors). There continues be a large volume of activity in play and planned as spearheaded by the University of Saskatchewan.  These comprise both new and continuing activities. Within the Univ. of Saskatchewan there are arts projects showing the assemblage of Saskatchewan rangelands and displayed in common areas, a partnering with a high school arts program to create works along an IYRP theme, an Ag Bio seminar series early in the winter term with IYRP topics, a kick off seminar and reception, a partnering with the Prairie Conservation Action Plan (diverse assemblage of rangeland conservation NGO’s) for events such as their annual “Prairie has the Goods” week and weekly seminar series—the list goes on. Within Alberta the Rangeland Research Institute (RRI) has emerged as an IYRP leader.  At the time of writing they have completed a seminar day highlighting past, present, and future rangeland research (complete with an introduction to the IYRP) and will run a second one in December. The RRI has a grant to hire a communication coordinator that will work on IYRP events throughout 2026. Thompson Rivers University has employed a graduate student to coordinate IYRP events and post them to a Trello Board to encourage coordination and communication on IYRP. The coordinator will explore partnerships with university clubs and coordinate hosting film festivals and podcasts focused on IYRP themes.  Additional partners throughout western Canada—too many to list here—have also been engaged and will be reported on during the workshop.

Update on IYRP proclamation and resolution activities
Mark Thorne (presenter, Univ. Hawaii-Manoa), Jenna Stanton (SRM Federal & Policy Affairs), and Kaitlynn Glover (Public Lands Council, NCBA Natural Resources)   

The designation of 2026 as the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) by the United Nations creates a valuable opportunity to engage and raise the awareness of science and society about how rangelands and pastoralists contribute to food security, economy, environment, and cultural heritage. With 102 countries and 363 organizations signing on in support of the IYRP, it is also an opportunity to change national, regional, and global policies in favor of sustainable management of rangeland resources by pastoralists and other stakeholders. Current IYRP messaging is focused around twelve themes and engages a variety of audiences through a wide range of communication channels (print media, videos, podcasts, social media, workshops/conferences, etc.). Proclamations (announcements by executive branch officials) and resolutions (voted on and passed by a legislative body) are two additional tools that can be used to directly engage and solicit action from government officials to adopt policies that contribute to the sustainable management of rangelands and pastoralism. At the SRM annual meeting in 2025 an IYRP proclamation/resolution template was announced and subsequently distributed widely through the IYRP website and other social media resources. The template concisely conveys key values of rangelands and pastoralism for society and is now available globally for translation and editing as necessary to meet local, regional, and national needs. We report here an overview of the various efforts to pass resolutions and proclamations in support of the IYRP at all levels with a focus on providing a review of key issues and agendas. We will also report on the progress of the SRM’s Congressional Resolution in support of the IYRP.



Update on building public awareness for global rangelands via social media and the World Cup 2026
Flavie Audoin (presenter, Univ. Arizona), Elena Dosamantes (Univ. Arizona), Jacob Lekaitogo (IYRP-Kenya), Elena Chen (Univ. St Andrews, PRC) and Layne Coppock (Utah State Univ.) 
Public understanding of rangelands remains limited, despite that rangelands make up a large share of the world’s land area and provide ecosystem services. This gap in awareness poses a challenge for developing effective policies and promoting sustainable stewardship for rangelands. The UN designated the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) in 2026, and this offers a unique opportunity to elevate global understanding of rangeland systems. Occurring in the same year is another major global event: the 2026 FIFA World Cup, one of the most widely viewed sporting events in the world. The 2022 tournament reached five billion people. With the 2026 World Cup co-hosted by the United States, Mexico, and Canada, new possibilities emerge for amplifying messages about rangelands to diverse and massive audiences. This presentation will provide an update on three outreach efforts launched in 2025. The first involves collecting photos of pastoralists, rangelands, and livestock that align with 12 monthly themes designated by the IYRP. These images will be compiled into short photo-montage videos representing the 11 IYRP regions and shared on social media. The second component is a weekly social media challenge featuring 52 photos from around the world in a game-style format designed to educate the public about rangelands. The third effort focuses on producing a series of videos linked to the excitement surrounding the 2026 FIFA World Cup. These videos will highlight people playing soccer on rangelands across the globe, symbolically passing the ball from region to region to convey a message of unity and shared stewardship.

2

