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Bridging Policy and Practice: Embedding Rangeland 
Solutions in Climate and Biodiversity Action

Date: 09. December 2025, Green Room, 18:30 – 20:00
Description: 
This high-level side event will showcase innovative, place-based solutions that leverage rangelands and pastoral systems to strengthen resilience against environmental and socio-economic shocks. It will introduce the Rangelands Flagship Initiative, a global effort led by Mongolia and UNCCD to advance sustainable rangeland management, restoration, and investment as key pathways to achieving Land Degradation Neutrality, enhancing biodiversity, and supporting climate goals.
Rangelands and pastoralism are essential to food security, biodiversity conservation, carbon sequestration, and cultural heritage, supporting over 200 million households globally and contributing up to 40% of agricultural GDP in some African countries. Despite their importance, these ecosystems remain undervalued and increasingly vulnerable to degradation, climate change, and competing land uses.
It will also highlight alignment the upcoming International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026.
Participants will explore pathways to embed rangeland solutions into national and regional climate, biodiversity, and restoration policies.
Outcome:
The event is expected to elevate UNCCD COP 17, the international recognition of rangelands and pastoralists and mobilize political momentum for the Rangelands Flagship Initiative, IYRP and UNCCD COP 17.

The event will 
· Inform about UNCCD COP 17 happening in Mongolia next year
· Present the Rangelands Flagship Initiative and explore pathways to scale up investment in sustainable rangeland management and restoration.
· Identify concrete policy entry points for integrating rangeland and pastoralist solutions into national and regional climate, biodiversity, and restoration frameworks.
· Build coordinated momentum toward the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026 as a platform for global awareness, innovation, and investment.
· Alignment across land, climate, and biodiversity agendas (UNCCD, UNFCCC and UNCBD) by highlighting shared priorities and opportunities 
Agenda: 
Moderation: WWF Martina Fleckenstein, WWF International, Food 
	Time
	Theme
	who

	5 min
	Welcome of participants
	Moderator

	10 min
	Keynote: Importance of rangeland and grassland ecosystems for UNCCD COP 17 and beyond
	Batbaatar Bat, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Mongolia 

	5 min (3 min video plus introduction)
	Video message BMZ on importance of land restoration and management, role of grassland ecosystems for the alignment of biodiversity, land and climate for UNCCD COP 17
	Pre-recorded Video, 
Ariane Hildebrand, Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development,DG Global health; equality of opportunity; digital technologies; food security 

	7 min 
	Global Rangeland Data Platform 
(Video)
	Fiona Flintan, ILRI 

	7 min
	Importance to strengthen better alignment of land, biodiversity and climate agendas in context with implementation of GBF
	Asad Naqvi, Director for Implementation Support Division, CBD 

	7 min
	Soil health – soil carbon – learning from implementation in Africa
	Leigh Winowiecki, 
CIFOR-ICRAF 

	Panel discussion
30 min
	Panelist discuss about importance of aligning policy and science, and showcase examples from the ground on implementation of actions for rangelands and grasslands including financing models

Question for Lauren (IYRP), Eva Marian (ILC) and Natalia (UN Decade):
Panelist should give a short input of 3 min, pointing out the importance of strengthening grassland and rangeland protection, management and restoration and if possible talk about concrete examples.

Question for GEF: 
How could we scale up financing of implementation of grassland restoration projects.

Question for all.
What are your expectations for UNCCD COP 17 and how will you contribute before and after the COP to scale up importance of grasslands and rangelands, what are the main challenges?
	· Lauren Svejcar, IYRP Global Alliance 
· Eva Maria Anyango Okoth, ILC (tbc)
· N.N. – GEF (tbc)
· Natalia Alekseeva, UN Decade for Ecosystems Restoration 


	Q & A 

15 min 
	Input and Discussion 
	all

	Closing
3 min
	Closing the session
	Moderator




NOTES for Lauren:
1.  Panellist should give a short input of 3 min, pointing out the importance of strengthening grassland and rangeland protection, management and restoration and if possible, talk about concrete examples.
[Let the others talk first so that they can cover the “importance” issue – then when it’s your turn:]
·  Briefly affirm what they have said
· IYRP Global Alliance recommends two urgent and interconnected actions:
· Stop indiscriminate conversion of rangelands – the greatest threat comes from expanding crop production, including animal feed production. Other threats are urbanization, mining and afforestation (that is, planting trees where they do not belong). 
· By controlling and decreasing rangeland conversion, the ecosystems can be protected and used for nature-based pastoralism
· Pressure on remaining rangelands will decrease, thus allowing more effective restoration of habitats

· Support pastoralists and enhance mobility of livestock – because it is nature-based. Pastoralists management systems are adapted to climate and natural variability, and far more resilient than sedentary systems. 
· By supporting pastoralists through appropriate policies, investments, services and infrastructure, and preventing rangeland conversion, the share of healthy pastoral products in the market can expand, leading to sustainable value chains
· The most cost-effective technique for rangeland restoration is to invest in viable nature-based pastoral systems

· Good examples are:  
· the Indian Forest Rights Act that allows pastoralists to graze their animals in regulated forests
·  the new policy on protection of rangelands in South Africa, and 
· the decision by Montenegro not to create a military base in an ecologically sensitive montane grassland used by generations of pastoralists

2. What are your expectations for UNCCD COP 17 and how will you contribute before and after the COP to scale up importance of grasslands and rangelands, what are the main challenges?

· The UNCCD COP 16 resolution has been a tremendous achievement in upscaling awareness

· The Global Rangeland Outlook developed by the UNCCD Secretariat has very important recommendations
· a Science Review done by the Global Alliance concurs. 

· UNCCD COP 17 is a significantly important opportunity for many reasons:
· Elevating the voice of pastoralists = The Global Alliance members are planning at least 12 regional pastoralist gatherings and 2 global ones (for youth, women) culminating in a global pastoralist gathering on the margins of COP 17. 
· We are working with the Government of Mongolia and the UNCCD Secretariat to ensure that the voice of pastoralists is heard loud and clear at COP 17.  
· Pastoralists are keen to fill a significant gap in representation at the global level by contributing to the new Indigenous and Local Community Caucuses being developed under the UNCCD
· The main challenge is funding. We encourage all parties to consider supporting these pastoralist gatherings in their regions and at the global scale. 

· Highlighting the urgency and challenges of avoiding indiscriminate conversion of rangelands = The more success we have in avoiding deforestation, the more we endanger rangelands. We need to treat both as critical resources in our efforts to combat climate change, protect biodiversity and prevent land degradation. 
· We call on all Parties to pass a resolution to protect rangelands form conversion and to sustainably restore them.
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