CONCEPT NOTE FOR HIGH-PROFILE PARLIAMENTARY EVENT ON GLOBAL RANGELAND STEWARDSHIP

Location: Cholmondeley Room and Terrace, Parliament Buildings, United Kingdom
Date: February 25, 15:30-17:00 (Aligned with Roadmap to UNCCD COP 17)

Host & Collaborating Partners

· Host: Lindsay Northover, Baroness Northover
· Embassy of Mongolia in London
· Mongolian British Chamber of Commerce (MBCC)
· Rangeland Stewardship Council (RSC) / Sustainable Fibre Alliance (SFA)
· United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 


Context & Rationale

Rangelands support the livelihoods of over 2 billion people worldwide and represent some of the largest carbon stores and biodiversity hotspots on the planet. Despite this global importance, rangelands remain under-represented in climate and biodiversity decision-making. COP 17 and the UN-designated International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists provide an opportunity to elevate rangelands as critical to addressing land degradation, climate risks, and community resilience.

The Parliament event brings together diplomatic, funding, business and policy leadership to highlight the United Nations International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (2026) and serve as the UK launch of UNCCD COP17.


Objectives

1. Raise awareness of rangelands as a strategic climate and development priority.

2. Engage global stakeholders in the lead-up to COP 17 and during the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) — increasing representation of rangeland countries.

3. Showcase private sector and philanthropic leadership — with luxury and consumer brands sourcing animal fibres (e.g., cashmere) demonstrating responsibility and partnership.

4. Introduce key RSC initiatives:
· The Rangeland White Paper — a policy document for global alignment.
· The Global Rangeland Fund — a financing vehicle enabling investment in sustainable rangeland management.

5. Strengthen dialogue between governments, funders, and producer communities on enabling equitable transition.




Target Participants

· Diplomatic Missions / Embassies from rangeland countries:
· e.g., Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Namibia, Argentina

· Strategic Funders & Government Representatives
· High-level delegation from the Saudi Government
· International financial institutions and climate funds

· Brand & Supply Chain Partners
· Including LVMH (invited keynote intervention on sourcing, livelihoods and land stewardship)

· UN Agencies and NGO Networks
· UNCCD, FAO, GEF, IUCN, ILRI, IYRP GA

· UK Parliamentarians and policy advisers

· Scientific and civil society leaders


Proposed Programme Highlights (short speeches)

	Segment
	Purpose
	Lead

	Opening remarks
	Welcome and scene-setting
	Baroness Northover

	
Welcome
address:

	
Parliamentary perspective on rangelands

	Representative of the APPG

	Keynote: UNCCD&IYRP
	Importance of rangelands in global land agenda, the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) and roadmap to COP17

	UNCCD rep and/or Chair of IYRP Global Alliance

	Keynote:
	Mongolia as host to COP17 and national perspectives on rangelands and pastoralism
	Mongolian Ambassador

	Presentation: RSC 
	
Shared priorities for collaboration, introduction of Rangeland White Paper and Global Rangeland Fund
	RSC Leadership

	
	
	

	
Networking reception
	Direct stakeholder engagement
	All participants








Expected Outcomes

· Enhanced recognition among Parliaments and multilateral actors of rangelands as climate-critical territories.
· Commitment of diplomatic and institutional delegates to participation at COP 17 rangelands programming.
· Initial expressions of support and partnership toward the Global Rangeland Fund.
· Interest and uptake of the Rangeland White Paper as the shared reference for action.


Communications & Visibility

· Co-branded messaging with UNCCD
· Media and advocacy materials aligned with Roadmap to COP 17 and IYRP
· Opportunity for brand and government partners to share statements of support
· Potential for exhibition-style visuals featuring rangeland landscapes and communities


Next Steps
· Issue high-level invitations through diplomatic channels. Invitations should clearly state security requirements (printed invitation and photo ID or bank card required; security screening applies) and specify the designated entrance and exit points.
· Finalise spokespersons and confirm key announcements.
· Align key messages with UNCCD communications.
· Advance event planning, including catering, security arrangements, event materials, provision of beverages, filming and photography, music, guest list management, invitation templates, and audio-visual requirements.

