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Speaker briefing note

Session Outline
Mountains cover nearly a quarter of the Earth’s land surface and are home to 1.2 billion people. They provide vital ecosystem services to billions more in connected lowland areas, serving as critical water towers for around 2 billion people. Beyond their ecological significance, mountains are also reservoirs of terrestrial biodiversity and rich centres of cultural, linguistic and traditional heritage. 
Despite this global importance, mountain regions are among the most vulnerable to climate change. Rising temperatures are accelerating glacier retreat, reducing snow cover, and destabilizing permafrost. These changes are increasing the frequency and severity of hazards such as flash floods and landslides, threatening agrifood systems, food security, livelihoods and ecosystems both in mountain areas and downstream. 
Organized under the frameworks of the Mountain Partnership (MP) and the Five Years of Action for the Development of Mountain Regions (2023–2027), this session will raise awareness of the vulnerability of mountain regions to climate change and highlight their critical role in global environmental health. 
The event aims to ensure that mountain priorities are reflected in key COP 30 outcomes, including indicators of the Global Goal on Adaptation, and in other UNFCCC mechanisms such as the Biennial Transparency Reports, which will be central to incorporating mountain issues into the next Global Stocktake. 
The session will also promote cooperation among MP members to strengthen coordinated climate action and resilience, while advocating for stronger representation of mountain concerns within the UNFCCC framework to secure visibility and priority in international climate policy and financing. 
Recognizing the importance of synergies across global processes, the discussion will explore opportunities to strengthen linkages between the Rio Conventions. This is particularly timely as in 2026 the COPs of all three Rio Conventions will take place, offering a unique opportunity to ensure that mountains are addressed in a coordinated and comprehensive manner. The session will also connect with broader frameworks such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation 2025. 
By advancing these objectives, the session will foster a more integrated and collaborative approach to addressing the unique challenges faced by mountain regions and elevate their importance within the global climate governance landscape. 
Session aims 
· Raise awareness of mountain regions’ vulnerability to climate change and their global importance 
· Promote the integration of mountain priorities into COP 30 outcomes, including the Global Goal on Adaptation, and into UNFCCC mechanisms such as the Biennial Transparency Reports, paving the way for inclusion in the next Global Stocktake 
· Foster cooperation among MP members to support coordinated climate action, climate security and resilience 
· Exchange updates on how mountain issues are being addressed in other global policy processes, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention to Combat Desertification, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Five Years of Action for the Development of Mountain Regions (2023-2027), and the International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation 2025 
Session Speakers (TBC) 
1. H. E. David Forné Massoni, Secretary of State for Energy Transition, Transportation and Mobility, Government of Andorra 
2. H.E. Dinara Kemelova, Special Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic on mountain agenda, Government of Kyrgyzstan
3. Nona Budoyan, Head of Climate Policy Department of the Ministry of Environment, Government of Armenia 
4. Maheshwar Dhakal, Chief of the Climate Change and Management Division, Ministry of Forests and Environment, Government of Nepal 
5. Uganda
6. Colombia
7. Ludovica Martinelli, Chair of the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, Italy
8.  Gobinda Bahadur Shahi, Executive Director, Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Center (KIRDARC) 
9. [bookmark: _Hlk212202559]Rania Ahmed Shafik Abelazim SHARSHR, Director, Climate Action Division, International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
10. Stefan Uhlenbrook, Director, Hydrology, Water and Cryosphere Division, World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
11. Elena (Yu) Chen, Co-chair of Climate Change and Pastoralist Youth Working Groups - IYRP Global Alliance

Session Flow
Moderator: Kaveh Guilanpour, Mountain Partnership Secretariat (MPS) 
 
	Time 
	Session 

	13:15-13:20 
	Opening remarks by Mr. David Forné Massoni, Secretary of State for Energy Transition, Transportation and Mobility, Government of Andorra 
 

	13:20-14:30 
	Keynote speakers/panel discussion 
1. H.E. Dinara Kemelova, Special Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic on mountain agenda, Government of Kyrgyzstan
2. Nona Budoyan, Head of Climate Policy Department of the Ministry of Environment, Government of Armenia 
3. Maheshwar Dhakal, Chief of the Climate Change and Management Division, Ministry of Forests and Environment, Government of Nepal 
4. Uganda
5. Colombia
6. Gobinda Bahadur Shahi, Executive Director, Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Center (KIRDARC) 
7. Rania Ahmed Shafik Abelazim SHARSHR, Director, Climate Action Division, International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
8. Stefan Uhlenbrook, Director, Hydrology, Water and Cryosphere Division, World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
9. Elena (Yu) Chen, Co-chair of Climate Change and Pastoralist Youth Working Groups - IYRP Global Alliance


	14:30-14:40 
	Q&A 
Kaveh Guilanpour, Mountain Partnership Secretariat 

	14:40-14:45 
	Closing remarks by Ludovica Martinelli, Chair of the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, Italy
 


Notes
· This session will be in person. The event will not be webcast.
· Each speaker has 5 minutes for their intervention. 
· All interventions should be in English; no translation services will be available.
· All questions will be taken during the Q&A session. 
· Please send any PowerPoint slides or speaking points to Adria.vergesaleix@fao.org by 31 October 2025 

Suggested Talking Points
H.E. David Forné, Secretary of State for Energy Transition, Transportation and Mobility, Andorra
· Set the scene with welcoming remarks and thanks to UNFCCC Secretariat, participants and organizers
· Emphasize Andorra's commitment to promoting sustainable mountain development within the UNFCCC framework, building on this renewed momentum for mountains
· Highlight the importance of the Enhanced Transparency Framework to require more ambitious global climate action.
· Present some updates on the 7th Mountain Partnership Global Meeting
H.E. Dinara Kemelova, Special Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic on mountain agenda, Kyrgyzstan
· Share insights on strengthening political support for mountain regions, drawing on outcomes from the Kyrgyzstan dialogue and SBSTA 62, and advocating for a unified Mountain Voice that addresses the vulnerabilities of mountain communities, updates on the UNFCCC Negotiating Group “Mountain Group”
· Highlight the leadership of Kyrgyzstan and Italy in advancing the upcoming UN Resolution on Mountains.
· Provide an update on preparations for the forthcoming Bishkek+25 Dialogue, outlining its objectives and expected contributions to global mountain sustainability efforts.
Nona Budoyan, Head of Climate Policy Department of the Ministry of Environment, Government of Armenia 
· Discuss how Armenia is advancing its climate and biodiversity priorities, particularly efforts being made to link the UNFCCC process with the upcoming CBD COP17 that Armenia will host in 2026.
· Explore the possibility of having mountains as one of the priority topics at in upcoming CBD COP17.
· Explore the linkages between climate change and biodiversity loss especially in connection with the forthcoming CBD COP 17, focusing on innovation and technology as solutions. 
Maheshwar Dhakal, Chief of the Climate Change and Management Division, Ministry of Forests and Environment, Government of Nepal  
· Share perspectives on strengthening political support for mountains based on outcomes from the dialogue in Nepal and at SBSTA 62, advocating for a unified Mountain Voice that addresses the vulnerabilities faced by mountain communities
· Discuss how to contribute to the resilience of mountain ecosystems through enhanced and accelerated climate action, including by building on the International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation 2025
Uganda 
· Share Uganda’s commitment to supporting and mainstreaming the mountain agenda within the UNFCCC framework
· Encourage collaboration and knowledge exchange among mountains countries to address shared challenges
Colombia
· Highlight Colombia’s ongoing efforts since hosting CBD COP16 to strengthen the linkages and synergies among the three Rio Conventions.
· Showcase Colombia’s leadership within the Andean region in fostering collaboration and building a unified regional voice on biodiversity, climate, and land issues.
· Emphasize the vital role of regional conventions worldwide in amplifying a collective voice for mountain ecosystems and communities, and in ensuring that mountain priorities are effectively integrated into UNFCCC processes and mechanisms.
Ludovica Martinelli, Chair of the Mountain Partnership Secretariat, Italy 
· Discuss Italy’s long-standing support for the mountain agenda, including its active role in the Mountain Partnership and leadership within the Alpine Convention, and the importance of promoting transboundary cooperation and global mountain advocacy
· Deliver closing remarks

Gobinda Bahadur Shahi, Executive Director, Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Center (KIRDARC), Nepal
· Emphasize how local organizations like KIRDARC are essential for implementing climate action in mountain communities, acting as vital links between local needs and broader climate initiatives
· Discuss the critical role of local knowledge and practices in addressing climate challenges and the importance of integrating these insights into national and regional policies
Rania Ahmed Shafik Abelazim SHARSHR, Director, Climate Action Division, International Organization of Migration
· Share the role of migration in relation to climate change and disaster risk impacts on mountain communities.
· Highlight the migration and climate mobility issues within the UNFCCC

Stefan Uhlenbrook, Director, Hydrology, Water and Cryosphere Division, World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
· Share the main achievements and conclusions of the International Year for Glaciers’ Preservation 2025 (IYGP), highlighting the close link between glaciers and mountain ecosystems, and key actions to protect them, enhance scientific cooperation, and support mountain and glacier-dependent communities.
· Update participants on next steps to embed IYGP 2025 outcomes within the UNFCCC framework, strengthening synergies between glacier and mountain preservation, and ensuring these ecosystems remain priorities in global climate action and adaptation strategies.
Elena (Yu) Chen, Co-chair of Climate Change and Pastoralist Youth Working Groups - IYRP Global Alliance  
· Relevance and opportunity of IYRP for mountains and mountain communities.




